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Abstract

This lecture will situate the idea of accessible computing and transformative potential
of artificial intelligence (Al) in the digital and technology driven world of posthumanism for
people with disabilities in particular and people with able-bodied condition in general. It will
start by engaging with the life condition of posthumanism and its intricate entanglement with
technology and non-human objects in our daily lives. The inexorable space of posthumanism
that we inhabit in our everyday activities by getting our tasks done through Al, digital devices
and technology, arguably, makes us ponder about the interdependent nature of human beings.
With the arrival of assistive technology and screen-readers in the late 1990s onwards, people
with disabilities began relying on computer technologies for their everyday life, education,
employment, etc. This lecture will delineate how the rapid development in assistive technology
has led to the idea of accessible computing, a phrase became very popular globally since the
last decade in the context of disability inclusion. Further, it will also discuss the role of Al and
its transformative potential in the contemporary times, exemplifying its indispensable place in
all walks of lives. While highlighting several transformative potentials of Al, it will shed light
on the counter effect it is bound to have in lifestyle, education, employment, research, etc. in
the future. The lecture will end by throwing light on how accessible computing and Al
contribute to posthuman condition of interdependence in the lives of both disabled and able-
bodied people.
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